


First photos from the set of the film about the life of legendary boxer Jerzy Kulej
The shooting of the biographical film "Kulej. All that glitters isn’t gold", directed by Xawery Zulawski, about one of the greatest Polish boxers of all time and an outstanding athlete of the 20th century, Jerzy Kulej, has begun. Watchout Studio's latest production stars Tomasz Włosok and Michalina Olszanska in the lead roles. In other roles Andrzej Chyra and Tomasz Kot. 
Shooting for the film began in early October, and work on the film has been underway since 2019. Watchout Studio, responsible for the cinematic stories of Zbigniew Religa and Michalina Wisłocka - "Gods" and "The Art of Loving. The Story of Michalina Wisłocka" and "The Hidden Game," set in the communist era and starring Bill Pullman, decided to take on the challenge of telling the fate and career of Jerzy Kulej. This is the story of a boxing legend, a double European champion and eight-time Polish champion, who never lay on the boards and was the only one to win two Olympic golds. The film will hit screens in the fall of 2024. 
"Kulej" will focus on the period between 1964 and 1968, when Jerzy Kulej won gold at the Tokyo Olympics and then repeated the feat in Mexico. This is a multidimensional story of the athlete, his triumphs in the ring, the color of the era, but also the story of the turbulent fate of Kulej's marriage, which was the foundation of Jerzy's success. The filmmakers will show the private challenges the boxer had to overcome to reach the heights of his sports career. 
The lead role is played by Tomasz Włosok, who impressed the director with his dedication and determination in preparing for this unusual and demanding role. The actor, who has been training in kickboxing for years, has strengthened his boxing training for months, attended movement choreography and dance classes to more effectively replicate the fighting style of a bygone era. Especially for this role, under the watchful eye of nutritionists and trainers, he changed beyond recognition.  
The role of Helena Kulej, Jerzy's wife, is played by Michalina Olszanska. Andrzej Chyra plays the coach of the Polish national team - another boxing world celebrity, Feliks "Papa" Stamm. Tomasz Kot plays the role of a colonel, the head of the Gwardia sports club. 
Xawery Zulawski ("Thaw", "Apokawixa", "Blood of Blood", "The Speech of Birds", "Polish-Russian War", "Pitbul" series) is responsible for directing. Together with Rafal Lipsky, he is also the author of the screenplay. Marian Prokop ("Miasto'44", "Letters to M.", "Wojna polsko-ruska") is responsible for the cinematography. The producer is Krzysztof Terej, Watchout Studio ("Gods," "The Art of Loving. The Story of Michalina Wisłocka").

- A film about Jerzy Kulej is the fulfillment of my dreams related to the realization of a production referring to the 1960s. It was then, in the sad and gray realities of the past period, that real people full of emotion and color were an important part of society. Prominent among them were the Kuleys, Jerzy and Helena, representing great love, the world of boxing, rock'n'roll, two Olympics and the fascinating flirtation of sports with politics and semi-literacy of the time. All this, in my opinion, is the essence of good cinema," says Xawery Zulawski about the film.
Viewers can prepare themselves for an unforgettable spectacle on the big screen. The film will enter theaters in October 2024.
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